
FUNDACJA DOMU POLSKIEGO
Polish Home Foundation

Consulate General
of the Republic of Poland
in Los Angeles

Polish Festival Seattle celebrates Polish cultural traditions and contemporary achievements with 
audiences of the Greater Seattle region. It is a not-for-profit event produced by the Polish Home 
Foundation and the Polish Home Association, in partnership with the Seattle Center, 
with support and collaboration from the local Polish-American community.
Please consider supporting Polish Festival Seattle with a donation. 
For more information visit our website at polishfestivalseattle.org/donate.

HONORARY PATRONAGE 
Marek Sowa Marszałek Województwa Małopolskiego   
Mariusz Brymora Consul General of the Republic of Poland 

FESTIVAL SPONSORS 

FOOD&DRINK
MURAL 
Authentic Polish food is offered by 
the PHA Ladies Auxiliary and Sebi's Bistro. 
Polish beer and Northwest wines are offered 
in the Beer Garden.
Get a nice, cool ice cream from the 
Wheelie Cool Treats motorcycle cart! 

ARMORY
Delicious Polish pastries are offered by 
the PHA Ladies Auxiliary. 

THANK YOU
The festival would not be possible without the generosity of our sponsors, dedicated volunteers,
talented performers, and creative vendors. We appreciate your support and participation! 
Special recognition goes to the food vendors for their culinary talents in preparing and serving 
the authentic Polish food and desserts.
Thank you to the Seattle Center and the City of Seattle for including the Polish-American
community in Festál cultural programs, providing an opportunity to present our culture with 
diverse regional audiences for years to come.
We would also like to express sincere gratitude to our supporters in Poland for providing exhibit 
and promotional items: City of Zakopane, City of Nowy Targ, Muzeum Tatrzańskie The Tatra
Museum, Witkacy Theatre in Zakopane, Tatrzańska Agencja tatry.pl Tatra Agency for Development,
Promotion and Culture, Związek Podhalan Highlanders Alliance, and Małopolski Urzad Wojewódzki
Małopolska Province in Krakow, Poland. 
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CELEBRATING POLISH 
CULTURE & TRADITIONS!
Showcasing the unique culture 
of Polish Highlanders and 
the Polish Tatra Mountains.

polishfestivalseattle.org

FREE ADMISSION

new children's activities 
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cooking demos
beer garden 
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4:40–5:00
Małgorzatki
Mix genre of Polish Songs

4:20–4:30
Polonez: Oberek, Kujawiak

5:05–5:25
Polka Dance Contest 
with Andy Mirkovich

5:35–6:20
Knife in the Water 
Jazz Quartet

6:40–8:00
Matt Strutynski Band
Polish-American Folk

4:00–4:30
Andy Mirkovich
Accordion Music

7:30 
Beer
Last call

12:30–12:50
Andy Mirkovich
Accordion Music

1:00–1:20
Marimba Trio
Polish Composers

1:40–2:10
Siumni
Górale Songs&Dance

3:30–4:00
Vivat Musica! 
Choir: Polish Folk Songs

2:30–3:15
Parno Drom 
Polish/Eastern European 
Romani Music

MURAL AMPHITHEATRE 
STAGE
Performances

1:20–1:40
Andy Mirkovich
Accordion Music

2:10–2:30
Andy Mirkovich
Accordion Music

3:15–3:30
Andy Mirkovich
Accordion Music

BEER GARDEN
Performances
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SCHEDULE PERFORMANCES
PAWEL CHĘCINSKI
Chicago, IL
Born in Łódź, Poland, 
Mr. Chęciński is an award-winning pianist with a 
reputation as an outstanding and highly original 
interpreter of the music of Chopin. He has widely 
performed both in the U.S and abroad, and 
taught at the Pennsylvania State University, the 
University of BC, and the Roosevelt University’s 
Chicago College of Performing Arts, where he 
served as the institution's artist-in-residence.

KNIFE IN THE WATER
Seattle, WA
Knife in the Water Quartet is a group of American 
jazz musicians led by bassist, Paul Gabrielson. 
The group includes pianist Dan Kramlich, 
drummer John Bishop, and trumpeter Thomas 
Marriott. They will celebrate the compositions of 
the legendary Polish composer and pianist, 
Krzysztof Komeda, and pay tribute to Polish Jazz 
musicians Tomasz Stańko and Michał Urbaniak. 

MAŁGORZATKI
Seattle, WA
Małgorzatki is a musical group with a repertoire 
that encompasses liturgical music, Polish 
rock/pop ballads, patriotic music and more.
The current members consist of six vocalists, two 
of which play the violin, along with a trumpeter 
and a pianist. They are led by guitarist, 
Kazik Kordula.

MARIMBA TRIO
Seattle, WA
Adam Dopierala, Bobby Odle and Jacob Gilman 
are percussion students at Central Washington 
University. The trio will be performing a selection 
of Chopin compositions.

ANDY MIRKOVICH
Sammamish, WA
Andy Mirkovich brings his passion and talent 
to the festival again this year as our 
wandering accordionist.

MŁODZI POLANIE
Seattle, WA
This children’s Polish folk dance group was 
originally formed in 1964 by Barbara Strutynski, 
who still leads the group today. Over the years, 
the Młodzi Polanie ensemble has shared the 
tradition of Polish songs and dances with 
several generations. 

PARNO DROM
Vancouver, BC
Parno Drom performs Eastern European gypsy 
style music, including music from Russia, Poland, 
and Hungary. The group has performed interna-
tionally and was formed by Bob Kozak, a talented 
accordionist and vocalist.

POLONEZ
Maple Ridge BC
The Polish folk dance group, Polonez, is proud to 
promote Polish culture through song and dance. 
It has entertained and captivated audiences 
across Canada and abroad, with beautiful 
costumes and a rich and vibrant repertoire. 

SIUMNI
Chicago, IL
Siumni is a Polish folk ensemble of dancers, 
singers and musicians from southern Poland, 
as well as from the U.S. Their performances 
featuring the Polish Highlander culture give 
audiences a true dose of the Polish Tatra 
Mountains’ traditions. Siumni represents the 
Polish Highlanders Alliance of North America.

GOSIA 
Rhythmic Gymnast
Coeur d'Alene, ID
Gosia (Malgorzata) Staszewska is a rhythmic 
gymnast, lyrical dancer, and choreographer. 
She has performed internationally and won 
several awards, including USA Region 2 
Champion and Athlete of 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

MATT STRUTYNSKI
Seattle, WA
Matt is a singer and songwriter who plays 
alternative country and is the lead singer and 
guitarist for the local Seattle band, Van Eps. 

VIVAT MUSICA!
Seattle, WA
The Polish choir, Vivat Musica!, was established 
in March of 2004 and has performed in more 
than 70 concerts across the United States, 
Canada and Poland. The choir will present a 
medley of Polish folk songs, traditional songs, 
and songs by legendary Polish composers.

WORKSHOPS
REVERSE GLASS PAINTING
This type of painting became very popular in 
the Podhale region of Poland. It is an old art 
form consisting of applying layers of paint to a 
piece of glass and then viewing the image by 
turning the glass over.

PALEMKI 
Palm Making 
In Poland, real palm leaves were not available 
in spring at the time of Palm Sunday, so a 
tradition developed for making symbolic palms 
in different sizes. The workshop is popular with 
children and adults alike.

WYCINANKI 
Paper Cutout Art
The Polish art of cutouts has a long tradition 
and there are regions in the country where it is 
still very strong. This workshop is popular with 
participants of all ages. Come to try your skills 

EXHIBITS
PODHALE 
Podhale is a region in southern Poland, 
located at the foothills of the Tatra range of 
the Carpathian Mountains. Visit the area 
through photos and artifacts. Learn about the 
history and culture of the Highlanders Górale. 

POLISH COSTUMES
View beautiful Polish folk costumes based on 
regional traditions. Created by local designer, 
Barbara Niesulowski.

POLISH WINGS IN WWII
This exhibit honors young Polish pilots during 
WWII who sacrificed their lives for the freedom 
of their country. Highlighted are memoirs, 
Podniebna kawaleria, of Cpt. Witold Aleksander 
Herbst, a WWII veteran and fighter pilot of the 
303 and 308 RAF Polish Squadrons.
A documentary film, Spitfire Liberator: the Alex 
Herbst Story, will premiere in the fall of 2015. 

MILITARY MEMORABILIA
Antek Haapasaari-Olpinski, a scholar of 
Polish military history, will present a collec-
tion of Polish military uniforms, equipment, 
books, and artwork honoring the role of 
Poland in WWII.

A TRIP TO NOWHERE
In this book and animated documentary film, 
a dynamic group of Seattle women tackle 
their tragic childhoods by shedding light on 
the untold stories of the forced deportation of 
over a million Polish men, women and 
children to Siberian labor camps by the 
Soviet Union during WWII.

SOLIDARITY
Hear local stories and see archival materials 
collected from members who fought for   
Poland’s freedom more than 35 years ago.

ORGANIZATIONS
POLISH ORGANIZATIONS
Local Polish-American organizations and 
year-round activities; polishhome.org  

BEST OF POLAND
Travel and tourism information sponsored by 
the Seattle Gdynia Sister City Association.

KIDS
CRAFTS AREA
Face painting and various arts and crafts 
happening throughout the day.

STORYTIME
Listen to Polish legends and other stories.

CARTOONS
Bolek i Lolek
Classic Polish children’s short films.

COOKING DEMO
The easiest cake in the world
This cake can be made with various fruits. 
Even the youngest kids can make it.

DRAWING CONTEST EXHIBIT
Winners of each age category to be 
announced at 2:30 from Armory Stage.   

X–RAY WOMAN
Witty Scientists
Learn how to decode X-rays, measure the 
half-life of Twizzlers and a radioactive 
element M&Mium! Hear stories about 
a Polish girl who grew up to be Madame 
Maria Skłodowska Curie. Together we will 
recreate experiments that Curie taught kids 
at her home school.

FILMS
POLAND IS BEAUTIFUL (45 min.)
A collection of short tourism videos. 

CARTOONS (45 min.)
Bolek i Lolek are classic Polish children’s 
cartoons about two young brothers and their 
fun and sometimes silly adventures. First 
appearing in 1962, the series has no spoken 
dialogue and was popular in many countries.

LIFT TO KASPROWY (43 min.)
Documentary with English subtitles about 
this historic ski lift in Zakopane. 

JANOSIK (45 min.)
A classic Robin Hood tale filmed in Poland (in 
Polish with English subtitles).
 

POLISH SCHOOL
Try a few Polish words and phrases 
then find out where to take real classes!
 

COOKING
Learn some delicious Polish recipes.
THE EASIEST CAKE IN THE WORLD 
GOŁĄBKI Cabbage rolls
BABKA Polish bundt cake 
OGÓRKOWA Pickle soup 

PHOTO BOOTH
Dress up in Polish folk costume accessories 
and take home a fun memory while 
supporting the festival with your donation!

MARKETPLACE
Find a variety of Polish arts and crafts, 
imports, and other merchandise. 
For a list of merchants visit polishfestival
seattle.org/highlights/marketplace/ 

1:00–1:30
The easiest cake 
in the world 
Ola & Julcia

2:00–2:30
Gołąbki 
Cabbage rolls
Patrycja 

4:00–4:30
Ogórkowa
Pickle soup
Babcia Anna  

Cooking Demos
12:00–12:45
Grand Opening
Parade

1:40–1:50
Polonez Góralska Suite

3:30–3:40
Polonez
Rzeszowska Suite

6:15–6:25      
Polonez Oberek, Kujawiak

4:50–5:00
Polonez Zok Dance

3:50–4:35
Knife in the Water 
Jazz Quartet

2:00–2:20
Młodzi Polanie 
Lajkonik, Krakowiak 

2:40–3:10
Vivat Musica! 
Choir: Polish Folk Songs

5:10–5:55
Parno Drom 
Polish/Eastern European 
Romani Music

3:20–3:25
Gosia Rhythmic Gymnast

6:05–6:10
Gosia Rhythmic Gymnast

1:30–1:35
Gosia Rhythmic Gymnast

2:25–2:30
Gosia Rhythmic Gymnast
2:30–2:35
Drawing Contest
Winners announced

4:40–4:45
Gosia Rhythmic Gymnast

7:10–8:00
Dance Party 
Siumni & Parno Drom

6:35–7:05
Siumni 

12:50–1:20
Pawel Chęcinski
Music of Chopin

STAGE
Performances

ARMORY ARMORY LOFT

2:15–3:00
Cartoons
Bolek i Lolek

3:45–4:30
Lift to Kasprowy
Documentary

4:30–5:15
Janosik 
Tatra Robin Hood 

1:30–2:15
Story time
Joanna

ROOM #3
Films

ROOM #2
Workshops

1:45–3:15
Reverse glass 
painting
max. 20 participants

4:45–6:00
Wycinanki
Paper Cutout Art
Alisa Lahti

Kids Activities

Films

3:30–4:30
X–ray woman
Maria Skłodowska Curie
Witty Scientists

3:00–3:30
Babka
Bundt cake
Ola & Julcia

12:30–1:30
Palemki
Palm making

3:00–3:45
Poland 
is Beautiful! 
Travel &Tourism 
video shorts  

12:30–1:15
Poland 
is Beautiful! 
Travel &Tourism 
video shorts  


